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Welcome to Indian Fine Arts Academy of 
San Diego (IFAASD), an IRS Certified: 

501 (3) (c) Public Benefit organization. The 
main emphasis of the academy is to arrange 
performances of prominent visiting music and 
dance artists from India and encourage local 
talents in classical music, dance and arts.

MISSION

w	 Provide an environment of learning and 
appreciation of Indian classical music, dance 
and arts.

w	 Organize world class music concerts, dance 
and arts programs in meeting the needs 
of the San Diego Indian and American 
Communities. 

w	 Foster Indian culture among the younger 
generation of Indian Americans living in the 
county.

w	 Disseminate Indian culture among the 
Americans through music, dance and arts.

w	 Participate in charitable activities related to 
health, educational, cultural, and artistic 
purposes.

About 
IFAASD
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w	 Shekar Viswanathan  
– Secretary and President

He is a Professor of Applied 
Engineering, National University. He 
has over 35 years of experience. He 
manages a staff of 66 with over 500 
students and eight programs. He has 
a PhD in Chemical Engineering with 

MBA in general management. He is a licensed 
professional engineer. He manages the board 
members and is responsible for the administrative 
and fiscal management.

w	 Kasturi Srinivasan – Treasurer:

He has over 40 years of diversified 
experience in the areas of engineering 
and business. He is skilled in 
recruitment, training and management 
of accounting staff. He retired from a 
consulting firm managing projects and 

programs. He manages the revenue side including 
subscription, ticket sales and donations.

w	 Rekha Nandhakumar – Associate Treasurer:

She has over 25 years of diversified 
experience in the areas of engineering 
and business. She is well versed with 
accounting and the related software 
tools. She manages the expense side 
including accounts payable such as 

facility rental, artists compensation, and vendor 
management.

Select 
Board of 
Trustees and 
Management 
Committee of 
Indian Fine 
Arts Academy
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w	 C.M. Venkatachalam – Vice President

He retired after a 40 year career with 
pharmaceutical drug development 
company. He has a PhD in 
Biochemistry. He is one of the 
founders of IFAASD. He is spending 
his time in teaching Indian classical 

music to young Indian American children in San 
Diego. He manages the artistic programs.

w	 Revathi Subramanian – Vice President

She is the managing director of 
Accenture and heads up the Fraud 
Solutions group. She is a well-known 
scoring expert in the financial industry 
and has presented in various industry 
conferences. Revathi holds a B.S. in 

Mathematics from Ethiraj College, India and a 
M.S. in Statistics from Ohio State University. 
She teaches Indian classical music to young 
Indian American children in San Diego. She 
manages the artistic programs.

w	 Tadimeti Rao – Director

He received his B. Pharm and M. 
Pharm degrees from Andhra University 
(India) and PhD (Pharmacology/
Neuroscience) from the University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, Canada. He 
conducted post-doctoral research at 
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CIBA-GEIGY Pharmaceuticals, Summit, NJ. 
Over the last 20 years, he is involved in drug 
discovery research in several therapeutic areas 
and assumed positions of increasing 
responsibilities at Pharmacia (Pfizer), Merck, 
Kalypsys and Johnson & Johnson. He is 
currently a Research Fellow, Immunology, at 
Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical Research & 
Development LLC, San Diego. He manages 
the stage management for all events.

w	 Lakshmi Pesapatti  
– Director

He retired after a 40 year engineering 
career. Currently he spends his time in 
performing community service. He is 
incharge of event management.

w	 Narayanan Gopalan  
– Board Member

He is a director at an International 
online entertainment company. He 
manages IFAASD web site and 
associated promotions.

These are the key staff / volunteers of this organization. 
In addition, they are the planning committee members 
of this festival project.
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Our Journey in

2007
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Concerts
at a 
Glance
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Our Journey in

2008
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Titles 
Bestowed 
in the year 
2008

Rasika 
Shiromani

This title is bestowed 
upon an individual who 
has made a significant and 
lasting contribution to 
Indian classical music and 
dance.

This title is awarded to 
Sri. V.V Sundaram 

Sangeeta 
Acharya

This title is bestowed 
upon those artists who 
have made a significant 
contribution to Carnatic 
music through their 
rendition of the art form 
and through their inspiring 
role in generating a passion 
for the art form among the 
young.

This title is awarded to 
Sri. Srinivasaraghava 

Krishnan

Samaja Seva 
Ratna

This title is bestowed upon 
an individual who has made 
valuable contributions 
towards the well-being of 
the community.

This title is awarded 
to Dr. Prabhakar 

Tripuraneni
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Our Journey in

2009
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Info...
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Titles 
Bestowed 
in the year 
2009

Sangeeta  
KalA MaNi

This title is bestowed upon 
an individual for exemplary 
musicianship and inspiring 
performance.

This title is awarded to 
accomplished veena and 
vocal artist Smt. Geetha 

Ramanathan Bennett

KalA  
VignAna 
ShirOmaNi

This title is bestowed 
upon an individual 
who has made lasting 
contribution to the arts and 
related science through 
research, propagation and 
demonstration.

This title is awarded to 
Dr. V.S. Ramachandran

Samaja  
Seva Ratna

This title is bestowed 
upon an individual(s) 
who has made valuable 
contributions towards 
the well-being of the 
community.

This title is awarded to 
Mr. Bobba Venkatadri 

Samaja  
Seva Ratna

This title is bestowed 
upon an individual(s) 
who has made valuable 
contributions towards 
the well-being of the 
community.

This title is awarded to 
Dr. Lal Tummala
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Our Journey in

2010
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Titles 
Bestowed 
in the year 
2010

sangIta  
sEva mani

This title is bestowed upon 
an individual for invaluable 
and inspiring services to 
Indian Classical music and 
nAtya.

This title is awarded to 
Sri. Cleveland Balu.

VignAna 
ShirOmaNi

This title is bestowed 
upon an individual 
who has made lasting 
contribution to the field 
of management through 
research, propagation, 
and demonstration.

This title is awarded 
to Dr. Coimbatore 

Krishnarao PrahaladnAtya  
Acharya

This title is bestowed upon 
an individual(s) for his/
her (their) inspiring role 
in shaping young minds in 
Bharathanatyam and other 
forms of nAtya.

This title is awarded to 
Sri. Kunhiraman

SangIta  
Acharya

This title is bestowed upon 
an individual for invaluable 
and inspiring services to 
Indian Classical music.

This title is awarded to 
Smt. Padma Kutty
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Our Journey in

2011



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org

Yearly 
Event 
Info...



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org

Concerts
at a 
Glance



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org

Our Journey in

2012
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Our Journey in

2013
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2014



IFAASD
http://www.indianfinearts.org

Yearly 
Event 
Info...

 

Children under age 3 Free lap seat 

www.indianfinearts.org 
  

Tickets/ subscriptions can be purchased using PayPal at www.indianfinearts.org 

Raji 858.509.3910 • Vachaspathi 760.335.3666 • Lakshminarayana 619.427.1086 • Srinivasan 760. 729.4971 •Tadimeti 858.792.7953 • Yenamendra 619.890.2835 • Gopal 858.6592.9064 • Venkatachalam 858.435.4887 • Revathi 858.793.7163 
Meera 858.481.7041 • Rajshree 858.509.4857 •Shashi 619.562.0814 •Shri 855.922.2784 •Kasturi 760.696.3377 • Sai 858.337. 6652 • Ananda 619.873.5206 •Srinivas 858.395.0922 • Shekar 858.442.1586 • Divya 858.229.5696  

IFAASD Annual Subscribers FREE 
Except Events 2 & 4 

Only  for Events  2 &4  All  other  Events 
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a series of  dance ballets 
 07  2014 

PREFESTIVAL CELEBRATION 

6.00 PM to 7.15 PM 

 
 08  2014    . 

        .DRAUPADI KALYANAM        . 
7.30 PM to 10.00 PM        . 

& 

 
 09 2014        . 

SOUL TO SOUL          . 
7.30 PM to 10.00 PM             

ä

10  2014       . 

AGNÄTHA VÄSAM        . 
7.30 PM to 10.00 PM            . 

& 
&

 
11 April 2014                    . 

TRIBUTE TO                  . 
PT. RAVI SHANKAR                    

6.30 PM to 7.30 PM                     

 
 

IN MEMORY OF THE MAESTRO 
7.30 PM to 7.45 PM 

 
 

featuring 

$40 (Front 3 Rows) All others $25 
$45 (Front 3 Rows) All others $30 

Non Subscribers $25 
Non Subscribers  $30 

12  2014       .

3.45 PM to 5.30 PM 
, , &

&

5.30 PM to 6.15 PM 

FELICITATION CEREMONY           . 
6.15 PM to 7.00 PM            .  

&

ROMANTIC  LÄLGUDI . 
              . 

7.15 PM to 9.45 PM  

13 April 2014                        .

CLASSICAL MELODIES                   . 
8.30 AM to 10.30 AM 

10.30 AM to 10.45 AM 
 

VOICE OF TOMORROW                . 
10.45 AM to 11.45 AM                  . 

11.45 AM to 12.30 PM 

           SARPA SÜTRA 

12.30 PM to 2.00 PM  
, , &

&

2.00 PM to 2.15 PM

                   BHAGAVAD GITA 
                          2.15 PM to  4.15 PM 

&

& 

4.15 PM to 4.30 PM

                      RASADHAARAA 
                      4.30 PM to 5.30 PM  

ö

5.30 PM to 6.00 PM 

              SANGEETHA INBAMAYAM 
                  6.00 PM to 8.45 PM  

11  2014 
ARGHYAM 

7.45 PM to 9.45 PM 

12  2014
               HOMAGE TO  

LALGUDI JAYARAMAN 
8.00 AM to 9.00 AM 

                   GEMS FROM TRINITY 
                    AND BEYOND  
                   9.15 AM to 10.15 AM 

10.15 AM to 10.30 AM 

            MUSICALLY   YOURS 

      
10.30 AM to 12.45 PM  

12.45 PM to 1.30 PM 

         THE INIMITABLE MUSIRI BÄNI 
        1.30 PM to 3.30 PM  

3.30 PM to  3.45 PM 
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Concerts
at a 
Glance




23 
4.15  5.45 p.m.

24 
4.30  6.00 p.m.







 20 7.00  8.30 p.m.  20 8.45  10.45 p.m.











































01

01









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Kshetra Sangeetham
Sep 5, 2014 Friday at 7:30 PM

VVS Murari 
(violin)

Poovalur Sriji
(Mridangam)

Dr. Vijayalakshmy
Subramaniam (Vocal)

Tickets - $20
per person

THE INDIAN FINE ARTS ACADEMY SAN DIEGO presents

http://www.indianfinearts.org

http://www.indianfinearts.org

nrityopahara 

700 Prospect Street, La Jolla CA 92037  

&

A Bharatanatyam & Kuchipudi presentation by  

Padmashri & troupe 
featuring 10 dancers	

NOVEMBER   2014  
on sunday 

5.00  PM  

Indian Fine Arts Academy of San Diego presents 

 $20  
2014 IFAASD Annual Subscribers FREE    
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Ananda 619.873.5206 • Divya 858.229.5696 • Gopal 858.6592.9064 • Kasturi 760.696.3377 • Lakshminarayana 619.427.1086 • Narayanan 858.592.4133• Raji 858.509.3910 • Rajshree 858.509.4857 • Rekha 858.437.3358 • Revathi 858.793.7163   
Sai 858.337. 6652 • Shashi 619.562.0814 • Shekar 858.442.1586 • Shri 855.922.2784 • Srinivas 858.395.0922 • Srinivasan 760. 729.4971 • Suman 858.605.5870 • Tadimeti 858.792.7953 • Vachaspathi 760.335.3666 • Venkatachalam 858.435.4887  

NOVEMBER 03,  2012  @ 7:30  PM  
Distinction between Bharatanatyam & Kuchipudi dance styles FREE EVENT FOR ALL 

SEASIDE CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING 1613 Lake Drive, Encinitas CA     

 

 
Support provided by  

WESTAF & National Endowment for the Arts  
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6.30 pm 

 

  1.30 pm  
ā
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I N D I A N   F I N E   A R T S   A C A D E M Y         S A N   D I E G O   

April 8, 2014 to April 13, 2014  

a series of  dance ballets 
featuring 

$40 (Front 3 Rows) All others $25  
• • 

$40 (Front 3 Rows) All others $25 

 

David & Dorothea Garfield Theater    4126 Executive Drive • La Jolla CA 92037 
 

w
w

w
.oviyadesignstudio.com

 

08 2014   7.30 pm 
          

ā




4126 92037



Celebrating the Musical Legacy of 

 23 7.30  9.30 p.m.


 23 6.30  7.30 p.m.








$25 01 $30 01 












 














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SUJATHA SUKUMARAN 
San Diego, Calif.

APACKED David and Dorothea Garfield
Theater, San Diego, with more than 550
people were enthralled with an amazing
performance from Mandolin maestro U.

Shrinivas and his brother U. Rajesh. The event was
organized by the Indian Fine Arts Academy as part
of the 3rd Indian Music & Dance Festival held from
March 25 to 28. Most knew him as the child prodigy
who took the musical world by storm when he intro-
duced the relatively unknown instrument, the Man-
dolin, to the public at such an young age. Today he is
a veteran maestro who performs with an unique style
and virtuosity. By collaborations with famous musi-
cians from around the world, he has explored several
dimensions with his fusion music — introducing the
rest of the world to the Mandolin.

“I was longing to see him and hear him,” said
Sudha Prabha, one among the several in the 
audience who waited to hear his concert after so
many years. “I had watched U. Shrinivas as a child
prodigy years back, but seeing him now and listening
to him with his brother U. Rajesh is an extaordinary
experience,” said Lalitha Krishnamurthi, echoing
the thoughts of several in the audience. Shrinivas re-
ceived his initial training on the Mandolin from his
father, Sri Suryanarayana, before coming under the
tutelage of Sri Rudraraju Subbaraju. He gave his first
performance at the age of nine and was widely cele-
brated as a child prodigy. 

Over the course of his career, he performed in the
West Berlin Jazz Festival in 1983, Cevantino festival
in Mexico, Olympic Arts festival in Barcelona also
with Western musicians like John McLaughlin,
Michael Nyman, Nigel Kennedy and Nana Vascon-
celos. He had performed for the Shakti Foundation
with Zakir Hussain, Stephen Devassey and Do-
minique Di Piazza. Shrinivas was also the recipient
of the Padmashree in 1988, the Sangeeta Ratna
award and several more awards adding to his creden-
tials.

“I have also performed at the UN Peace concert
on  October 29,  2009. Recently I released an album,
Samjanita, which I made in Europe. It is doing well. I
enjoy collaborating with others and it gives me inspi-
ration and the chance to work with musicians of 
different styles. I am learning a lot from them too,”
he said modestly regarding his forays into 
International music. Shrinivas has also performed
with the likes of Zakir Hussain, Allah Rakha, Pandit
Shiv Kumar Sharma, L. Subramaniam and 
Hindustani musicians like Pandit Hariprasad
Chaurasia. “Playing with these stalwarts was a
unique experience for me,” he said. 

Rajesh, who accompanied his brother played for
the first time in San Diego as a duo. He is also a pro-
ficient and established Mandolin player who learnt
music from his father and brother. “Music in India is
becoming more popular now I think and also inter-
nationally since the artistes are travelling around a
lot these days,” he said. He has toured extensively
with his brother, performing in Germany and the US
in addition to performing with Ustad Zakir Hussain
and Vikku Sri Vinayakaram.

“My message to everyone is that children should
start learning music early. Their parents need to 
encourage them as much as as possible. If they 
practice hard and work hard, anything can be
achieved,” said Shrinivas regarding the spread 
of classical Indian music among Indian children both
in India and in the US.

N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  E D I T I O N

WESTCOAST Newsline APRIL 23, 2010
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‘Mandolin brothers’ Shrinivas & Rajesh wow San Diego
Press
Reviews
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SUJA S.
San Diego, Calif.

THE INDIAN Fine Arts
Academy of San Diego
(IFAASD) will hold the 3rd

Annual Festival of Indian Classical
Music and Dance in San Diego,
during the last week of March. This
year’s events are scheduled to be
held at the Neuroscience Institute,
La Jolla on Thursday, March 25 and
at the Jewish Community Center,
La Jolla on March 26, 27, and 28. 

The organizers are expecting to
draw a crowd of over 5,000 people
from in and outside of San Diego
during this four day long festival.

Some of the biggest names in
Carnatic music will be performing at
the festival. These include interna-
tionally celebrated maestros such as
Mandolin U. Srinivas and Rajesh,
Trichur Ramachandran, Gayathri
Venkatraghavan, Manasi Prasad,
Chitravina Ganesh and Sashikiran
and the Trichur brothers. 

“The committee is also proud to
announce that it is going to be the
first to host Injikudi Subramaniam

and his wife who will be playing the
Nadaswaram here for the first time
as a married couple. The festival is
also thrilled to showcase the talents
of local artistes such as the talented
sitar player and student of Pandit
Ravi Shankar, Karthik Seshadhri,
the graceful Odissi dancers led by
their guru Yudhishtar Nayak, and
dancer and teacher of the
Bharatanatyam style, Uma Suresh.
The audience will also have the op-
portunity to listen to numerous stu-
dents trained by local music teach-
ers, Dr. Venkatachalam and Smt.
Revathi Subramanian,” said the or-
agnizers

The festival will begin on Thurs-
day evening, March 25 at the Neu-
roscience auditorium with an inspi-
rational talk on the relationship
between mind and music by Padma
Bhushan V. S. Ramachandran. 

This will be followed by a sitar
recital by Karthik Seshadhri. Chi-
travina Ganesh and K. N.
Shashikaran will perform scintillat-
ing music with their orchestra on
Friday, March 26, at JCC, La Jolla. 

The festival will also provide pa-

trons an opportunity to taste the
culinary delights of the various re-
gions of India. 

The Indian Fine Arts Festival is
an opportunity for musicians,
dancers, ethnomusicologists, stu-
dents, and community-well-wishers,
city council members to join to-
gether and celebrate India’s rich,
long standing artistic tradition. 

“The goal of the IFAASD, as
conceived by 10 board members is
to provide an environment of learn-
ing and appreciation of Indian clas-
sical music, dance, and arts and sat-
isfy the Indian-American desire to
embrace traditional values and
share cultural customs with the local
community in the United States,”
said IFAASD secretary Shekar
Viswanathan.

The board of the Indian Fine
Arts Academy of San Diego has
taken every effort this year also to
adhere to that commitment and
bring the most authentic represen-
tations of Indian culture to America
and the event promises to be a note-
worthy one for all Indian Classical
music aficionados. 

N O R T H  A M E R I C A N  E D I T I O N

WESTCOAST NewslineMARCH 12, 2010
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Indian classical dance &
music fest in San Diego

Press
Reviews
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